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The WORKS of the late 


Rev. WILLIAM LAW, A. M. 
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All ORDERS of MEN. 


WW 8 NEVER 1 beanie the 
deplorable Politics of theſe 
flagitious Times, generated in the 
Womb of Darkneſs, which have brought 
forth ſo many heavy Calamities, 

and ſtill look with ſo malign an Aſ- 
pect on Chriſtendom in general, and 
this my Native Country in particular, 
whoſe' Heart hath, now for a long 

Time, þeen' pierced through with many 
Sorrows; a ſympathetic Concern for 
the Miſeries of my Fellow Creatures 
poſſeſſes my Mind, and excites me to 
wiſh them, a Rehef one prom to 3 


Diſtreſs. n 
B e Nes 


Nor is this N Concern 


for my erring Fellow Mortals, a little 
' increaſed, when I obſerve the blind 


Obſtinacy, with which they perfiſt in 


their miſtaken Courſes: When behold 


ſome Men reftleſs in their Purſuits after 
more Riches than they can poſſibly need 


or uſe: Others mad after empty Diſ- 


tinctions of Title and Honour: Some 
again, wallowing in the Mire of ſenſual 
Gratifications ; and others, prodigally 
waſting their precious Time and Ta- 
lents ; the Health of their Bodies, and 
the Strength of their Souls; in the vain 


Acquiſition of Human Learning: As if 
the ſupreme Good or Happineſs of Man 


conſiſted in one or all of theſe feveralAt- 
tainments. When I ſee too this Infatua- 
tion continuing more and more to blind 
their Eyes, and miſlead their Hearts, 
though dearly bought Experience 
has told them a thouſand Times over, 
that ſuch Acquirements when moſt fully 
poſſeſſed, and enjoyed, always leave 
an Achung Void in the Soul, as being 

not 


| K 1 
not that Fulne/s which can alone ſatisfy 
its "Oe Went, and boundleſs Defires. 


: Ee 


4 is a ontologies Satisfaction to my- 
= ſelf, , under the affecting Senſe of theſe 
Evils, that, by the Direction of a kind 
and adorable Providence, I was led 
into an early  Acquaintance with the 
Works of that great and good Man, the 
late Reverend Mr, Law: And gladly 
take this public Occaſion of declaring 
to thoſe, who have not yet had the 
| Happineſs. of knowing them, that 1 
never met with ſo much Strength of 
Genuts, penetrating Judgment, divine 
Wei/dom, Exalted Piety, ſolid Comfort, 
and compaſſonate Goodneſs to all Man- 
kind, fo forcibly combined, and fo 
clearly. expreſſed in the Writings of 
any other Author whatever; which 
_ diſtinguiſhed Excellence, renders them 
an Heavenly Panacea, of ſovereign Effi- 
cacy to calm the agitated Spirits, and 


heated Heads of Men, and ſoften their 


| DR Hearts into ſympathetic Af- 
B 2 fection, 


K 


fection, in this our Day of common b . 


lamity, Diftraftion, and unfecling Self- 


Mes. When we have juſt Religion 
enough to Hate, but not to love one ano- 
ther. When one Part of the Nation, is 


woſt cruelly recriminating upon, and 
calumniating, vexing, hunting, ard de- 
vouring the other; and all plunging 
themſelves, as faſt as they can, head- 
long into temporal and eternal Miſery'; 


urged on thereto by their own/torment- 


ing Paſſions,” and the Dæmons of Dark- 


neſs. | If it was on this Conſideration 
only, Mr. Law's Works are to be Highly 
valued, as tending above all other Writ- 


ings, except the Sacred Scriptures (which 
they moſt aſtoniſhingly unfold) to ſtop 
the general Career to Deſtruction, at 


this awful Criſis, big with the Fate of 


Kingdoms. on Wo 


But ie I Tee Ot "S 1 demo- 
liſhed the erroneous Doctrines of ab- 
ſolute Election and Reprobation ; the 


ae Fiction of a Righteouſneſs of = 


Chriſt, 


"i 


"i 


1 3 7 


Chriſt; only outwurdly imputed 10 us; 


and the deluſive Dream of a ſaving 
Faith without Works. When I ſee alſo, 
with what a ſtriking Force of Light and 


Conviction, this exalted Author de- 


monſtrates the Immortality of the Soul, 
which the Schools prove with ſo much 

difficulty, and proclaims a God all Love, 
in whom no Spark of Wrath ever was, 
or ever will be, from Eternity to Eter- 
nity. How marvellouſſy he unfolds 
the great Volume of Temporal and 
Eternal Nature, and diſcovers the true 


Origin of natural and moral Evil; which 


has ſo perplexed modern Divines and 
Philoſophers, as it 'formerly did the 
Ancient -Sages to Account for. How 
ſolidly he eſtabliſhes, in Oppoſition to 
the celebrated Mr. Locke, the Doctrine 
of Innate Ideas, or that the Soul of Man, 
is not in its firſt created State, a mere 


Raſa Tabula, or blank Paper, but full 


of divine Senſations,” and the Powers, 
Riches and G lories of Eternity; all trea- 
TO up and lying. dormant 1 in it. In 

a Word, 


rere 
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of Salvation, with a N oon-day Clear- 


e 


Coe 


2 Word, how clearly he demonſtrates 
to the ingenuous, *. Mind, the 


eſſential, eternal, and unchangeable 


Diſtinction, r God and Nature; 
a Myſtery, with reſpect to its true 
Ground, hidden for Ages; and many 


other Truths of the utmoſt Moment, all 
coming Home to the Boſoms of Men; 1 
am filled with Admiration; and cannot 

but conſider him as a repblendent Lumi- 


nary, newly ariſen in the intellectual 
and fpiritual World, in order to diſpel 


the Darkneſs of bewildered Reaſon, and 
Learning, and to eſtabliſh in their 
Room, a Philofophy founded upon the 
folid and fublime Principles of the G 
fel, the manifeſt Operations of Nature, 
and the immutable Relations of Things; 


and in its whole Syſtem, the moſt rea- 


fonable, natural, and fatisfatory to the 
human Mind, perhaps, that was ever 
offered to its Conſideration, - Teaching 

at the ſame Time, both the Learned 
and Unlearned, the momentuous Truths 


neſs- 


X32 


neſs; divine Energy, and irreſiſtable 
Conviction; and ſafely conducting the 


awakened Soul to the utmoſt Perfection 


which it can attain in this Life, through 
that Babel of religious Opinions, ſo apt 
to perplex and obſtruct ſcrupulous, 
pious Pilgrims in their Travels to the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, or gradual Progreſs. 
in the Divine Life. The One great End 
for which alone we were all born into 
this World. Though alas! (ſuch is 
the deplorable Depravity of Mankind) 
ſo little regarded by the.Sons of Earthly 
Wiſdom, that innocent Simplicity 
might well cry out, as it once did in 
the Perſon of a little Child, Shew me 
the Land where Chriſtians dwell?” And 

yet in Compariſon of the Excellency of 

this Divine Life, what are the moſt 
ſhining natural Abilities, the whole Cir- 
cle of Arts and Sciences, yea, that ador- 
ed Idol of our own Times, Patriotiſin 
itfelf? Let the noble and generous 
Patriot Brutus, the beloved Friend of 
Cicero, determine this important Point. 
| When 


C J % 
when that great Man was iiruggling 


with the Storms of Adverſity, his Ro- 


* 


man Fortitude and Patriotic Virtue pro- 


ving unequal to the Conflict, how 


piercingly did he, juſt before his un- 


happy Suicide, exclaim, 0 Virtue, 


* Thou emply Name, I have worſhipped 
e Thee as @ real Good, but thou art the 
« Slave of Fortune /” Dear deluded 
Shade! I have long been a Convert to 
theſe thy dying Thoughts, and deem, 


with Thee, this applauded Patriotiſin, 


or Love of our Country, if ſeperated from 
the Love of God and Mankind in ge- 


neral, to be but the Paradiſe of Fools. 


And while I pay Thee a tributary Tear, 
I moſt devoutly wiſh, that thy tragical 


Exit may teach every Soul of Man, 


eſpecially, at this trying Criſis, when 
the Judgments of God are at the Door, 


and the diabolical Nature in Mankind 
is every where greatly awakened, not 


to worſhip the Shadow of Happineſs, but 
the Subſtance; the all-ſufficient Fulneſs 


of e and Perfection, the ador- 
able 


oceſs, 8 
ſſeſſion of him/elf, and 
Fl h 25 plant Thoughts and EE. 
pectations of That, which the natura! 
Man, however complexionally bold and 
reſolute, hen once awakened out of _ 
his deluſive Dream, dreads and trembles 
like Felix, at the Apprehenſion and Ap- | 
ney of, Viz. Death, and the Grave, 

© aA and an awful Etern: 
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In this moſt ſolemn View of Things, 
growing ſerious with the Seriouſnefs of 
the Times, I think if the following 

eaten written by Mr. Law, the ; 

eat Author I have mentioned, viz. 

The ſerious Call to a devout and holy Life; . 
De Spirit of Prayer; The Way to divine 
Knowledge; The Grounds and Reaſons of © 

Chriſtzan Regeneration; and His Collec- 
tion of Letters on the moſt intereſting and 
i important Subjelts, Sc. were generally 


* 


diſperſed 
„ ä . 
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and attentively read, they 
would give Mankind ſuch a 


Religion 

and demonſtrate from the deepeſt 
Ground in Nature, its ind iſpenſible Ne- 
ceſſity, that it would be hardly rate 

there could be one luke warm, or mere - 

| . ly nominal Chriſtian, one avowed 
vocate eiſm, or indeed one Deiſt, 
Arian, Socinian or irreligious Man, but 
muſt ſtand ſecretly N 

And then the unhappy Suicide, and 

that human Monſter, the implacable 
Duelliſt (both of them the hideous Off. 
ſpring of Infidelity and Libertiniſm, 

and the more peculiar Diſgrace of our 

Nation) would no more be heard of, to 

urt the tender Feelings of Humanity, 

and deſtroy the domeſtic Comforts of 

private Life. 


% 


mY _—— 
P * — 
— 4-4 6 


by 


N ä 
— bg 
2— 
— 


— - 


— — 


— 


— 


ͤ : ̃ — er emo rr wp 9 ee 


— 


Indeed, with reſpect to myſelf, 
though I have in the early Part of Life, 
been a patient Reader of the Infidel 


adequate Idea of the whole Nature of 
is to ſave them, 


N 
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be 


8 Fly 25 250 
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Fee”) 
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5 


s of Chriſtianity, 
Feb, 1 muſt frankly own, that the nar- 


Tow, partial Syſtems of both Parties, 
equally ſerved rather to perplex, than 
E my Underſtanding ; rather to 
- deaden, than awaken, my Heart. But 
what wonder, that I ſhould be thus be- 
endleſs Mazes 
of Doubt and Error, by reading theſe 
delufive Authors, deſtitute of heavenly 
Pathos divine Hlimination : Since 
they could not communicate what they 
_ themſelves did not poſſeſs ; as nothing 
in Nature can give forth more than 
its on Contents. So that though I had 
humbly fat down at the Feet of the moſt 
celebrated Gamaliels of the Day, yet 1 
never knew what Chr:ſtantty was in its 
deep Ground, nor what a marvellous 
Light, Love, and ſacred oy, it diffuſes 
through all the Faculties of the Soul, 

y its vital Spirit, its transforming 
Power and Virtue, till 1 happily met 
Works of this truly illumina- 
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ted Divine. Whole 
Mind ſoared into the Heaven of Heav- 
ens, fathomed the Depths of Hell, | and 
all Creation, and made the Book 0 
ture, true Philoſophy, and the area 
Scriptures, all mutually illuſtrate, and 
confirm each other, and harmoniouſly 


' proclaim, the ſame great Truths. As 
is manifeſt in his Appeal to all who doubt 


or diſbelieve the Truths of the Goſpel; 
which is perhaps, the moſt fundament- 


al, Demonſtrative, and benevolent Per- 


formance, that ever was penned, for 
the Converſion of Deiſts, and Inſidels of 
all Denominations. Breathing nothing 
in its whole Tendency, but that Spirit 
of Love, which beareth all Things, hop- 


et all Things; believeth all Things; yea 


forgiveth all Things; and will never 
ceaſe going an conquering and to con- 
quer, till it /ubdueth all Things, Sin. 
Death, and even Hell itſelf. That 
God may at laſt be in All, and through 
All, for ever bleſſed, and ever bleſſing 
his heavenly. Offspring; opening in 


vaſt comprehenſive $ 


my 5 


N 5 
ä 
* y Tt 
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rr 


9 them more and 1 more of his own tran- EG 5 8 
Hoc Happineſs and Glory to all 
Eternit; | | 


5 


And as my dear Fellow Pilgrims of 
3 this thoughtleſs Generation, to whoſe 
Souls I bear an unfeigned and com- 
A . . bene Love, are all, one after ano- 
ther, dropping off as faſt as Leaves in 
Autumn, I could not now, in the Even- 
4 ing of my Liſe, go home to my eter- 


# 


nal, native Country, well-contented, 


until I had pointed out to thoſe who 
may yet be Strangers to Mr. Law's 


Works, a Treaſure of ſuch ineſtimable 
„Value. Thrice happy, if I could thus 


=. ſtand, as it were upon an high Moun: 
” tain, and with the Voice of an Archan- 


| ; gel, and the Trump of God, call the 
. whole World from the blind Purſuits of 


Fleſh and Blood; aud be the bleſſed In- 5 
ſitrument of awakening that deep Reali- 
1 ty. the Divine Life 5 which though ly- | : 


" ing dormant in their Souls, is the only f 


diſtinguiſhing Character, that conſti: | 
& + + | 55 | 
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thics. the ellen. a7 true Difference | 
between Man and Man ; and alone can 


preſerve the whole fallen human Race, 3 


Chriſtians, Jews, Turks, and Heathens, 


from being impriſoned Spirits of Dark. . 
neſs in this Life, and at Death, falling 
into the inward Helloftheir own torment- ** 
ing, unregenerated Natures, and that 
unfathomable Abyſs of Darkneſs and 
Miſery, in which the fallen Angels 


dwell. There to continue, till the laſt 


purifying Fire of redeeming Love ſhall 


according to the Poſſibility of Nature, 
effect their Deliverance, and finiſh 
the Work of Salvation in them. And 
then will be compleatly fulfilled this 
truly glorious and joyful Promiſe of 
God in the holy Scripture, that as in 
Adam all die, jo m Was Jhall all ve 
made alive. 


And be affured of it, dear Reader, 
as a moſt certain Truth, that God and 


Nature are in every Man; his Life is 


a Spirit oſ God and Nature. If he lives 


to 


4 reef ths 
8 
* 


Antes 
$4.98 n 


| Fo the p pure > EF his Nature is bleſſed, os 9 
= 1s governed and ſanctified by God ; but WET 
it he lives to ſe if, Nature is his Tor- | 
$ ment and Hell. And that this bleſſed AD — 
3 % . Life; on which hangs our 4 1 
as we are immortal Beings, awakens and | g 
ſtirs as the Divinity within us, as ſoon as i 
we begin to feel our ſpiritual Wants; 
and, with the eternal Energy of our 
worting Wills ſecretly ſigh to God for 
Relief and Comfort. For to uſe the 
Words of this deeply experienced 
Teacher, © The Sun meets not the - 
« ſpringing Bud that ſtretches towards 
him, with half that Certainty, as God 
the Source of all Good, commun 
* cates himſelf to the Soul that longs to 

06 partake of him.” And as this Divine 

Life is thus awakened and brought to 

its Birth in us, by the Holy Spirit unit- 

ing with the ſecret Deſire and longing of 

our own good Spirit, ſo does it gradually 

grow up in us by the Cheriſhing of 
that Union, till it is brought to its full 

Perfection. Therefore in this glorious 
| Purſuit, 
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many Conflicts, gets the Conqueſt over al 


thoſe tyrannical Paſſions, that domi- a 


_ neer over poor unhappy Mortals, Fear 


and Grief, Anger and Revenge, Pride + A 


and Diſcontent, and all that embitters 


Life, are baniſhed from his Soul. "And. = 3 


while ſome of the great Kings and Po- 
tentates of the Earth, are elated with 


their Victories and Acquiſitions, and 


others dejected by their Defeats and 
Loſſes, and groan under the. Weight of - 
their Diadems; he enjoys a ſweet Re- 


poſe, and lives in a proſound and un- 


diſturbed Tranquility. And thus con- 
temning all the Grandeurs of this tran- 
ſitory World, he may be truly called 
the only happy Man. A divine Epicure 
fealling on the celeſtial Banquet of 
Heavenly Love, eternal Truth, and all- 
perfect Goodneſs; which are the pro- 
per Food of immortal Souls, and yield 
the moſt ned * 
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5 "In 6 over r the inftrugive Life 
3 | of the learned and pious' Doctor Henry 
_ More, who died in the latter End of the 
rj Century, I am happy to recognize 
nin him this pious Pilgrim, and ſpiritual 
Fficure. His ſupreme Delight appear- 
ing to have been in Acts of Love and 
Charity to Others; in Mortification 
ard Denial to himſelf, and in Prayer, 
Praiſe, and Gratitude to God; which 
were the continual Exerciſe of his de- 
Vvout Soul. Theſe Divine Graces filled 
His Heart with heavenly Light, Foy, and 
Benignity ; and gave his Countenance 
| ſo Angelic and Divine an Air, as if his 
Pace had been ſpread over with a gold- 
en Shower of Love and Purity. 


This then is that plain, eaſy, and 
ſimple Way to eternal Life and Happi- 
neſs which lies open to all Hearts, and 
level to all Capacities; namely, the 
Spirit of Prayer, or magnetic Hunger 
and Thirſt of the Soul after the all- jur- 
rounding Light and Spirit of the tri-une 
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God. Which, buck chat Hanger 
and Thirſt, as freely enters into our 
Souls; as the Light of the Sun enters. bh 
into the circumambient Air, and gives, 
in this Valley of Tears, ſweet Content, 
and inward Joy, to all created Spirits. 


ſupernatural Divine Life, or a new bi- 
ritual Creation in the Soul, is finely 
portrayed to our View, by the grateful 
Spring annually returning in all its va- 
riegated Beauty, to vivify and chear 
the gloomy Face of Nature, ſo, when 
it is grown up in us to its full Maturity, 
it will be the Conſummation of our 
— and Glory to all Eternity. | 


And O what a dark and 1 

Picture does that Part of Human Nature 

exhibit, which is devoid of this bleſſed 

Divine Life, whoſe vital, chearing In- 

fluence thus gladdens the Heart, and 

even diffuſes a celeſtial Joy and Sere- 

nity over the Countenance! Whenever 

0 the heaven-born Man goes into Com- 


N pany, 


And as the joy ful Reſurrection of this 5 : 


pany, aa perceives 3 8 the Conveff- ; 
* tion, that any dear Fellow- Creature has 
Z not yet the lovely Image of Chr: iſt im- 
PpPreſſed upon his Heart, how is his 
Breaſt filled with Sorrow! Though 
- among a Crowd, he ſeems to himſelf 
to be in a Solitude; and as an Exile, 
\ baniſhed from the ſweet Society of 


thoſe whom he loves. In this affecting 
Situation, if he poſſeſſed. the immenſe 


Riches of the Eaſt, or a thouſand 


Worlds, his univerſalized Spirit could 
freely give them all in the Bowels of 
Love and Compaſſion, to turn the Defire 

of his Brother's Heart, from the Vanity 

and Emptineſs of the Creature, to the 
all-ſufficient Fulneſs of the Creator, that 
ſo they might happily be joint partakers 
of the glorious Riches of Eternity. Or 
in other Words, that God might, with 
his marvellous Light, and bleſſed Si- 
rit, break into the dark Abyſs of his 
fallen Soul, and kindle that Joy in it, 
at whoſe Morning-dawn, all earthly 


Joys fade, ſicken, and die away! And 
2 8 which 
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which . a to its —— 
Height, gives a certain Foretaſte of che 
Felicity of the Saints in Glory. Who 
after they are delivered from the Bur- 
den of the Fleſh, and the Miſeries af 
this ſinful World, come to Mount Sion, 


and to the City of the living God, the hea» - ; 


venly Jeruſalem, and to the Company of 
innumerable Angels, and to the Congrega · 
tion of the Firſt- born, written in Heaven, 
and to the Spirits of juſt Men made Per- 


feft. And in this great Communion of 


Saints, all being incorporated into one 
Body, and quickened by the ſame Spi- 
rit, and all conſpiring in one Will, 
through an Unity of the ſame Life, mu- 
tual Love and mutual Happineſs will 
be their common Portion to all Eter- 
nity. 


But as it is | Gta by the 8 
Experience of all Travellers to the Hea- 


venly Jeruſalem, the final Mark of all 
their Labours and Hopes, that many 


Temptations and Troubles are to be 
| Overcome 
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5 Sec in 5 way to it; ſo we 
| Cannot ſuppoſe that our heavenly Fa- 
cher, whois all Power and Goodneſs, 
and knoweth that his poor fallen Crea- 
ture Man, is all Miſery and Helpleſſ- 
neſs, has left him without a Relief 


. adequate to his Neceſſities. Or that our 


bleſſed Saviour, who came in the Fleſh, 
and dwelt with Man upon Earth, and 
knew all his Infirmities, and partici- 
pated of all his Miſeries, has failed to 
declare it. O no. Hear his own Words, 
upon caſting out the evil Spirit which 
poſſeſſed the Man's Son mentioned in 
St. Mark's Goſpel, Chap. g. Verſe, 29. 
And he jaid unto them, this Kind can 
come forth by nothing but by. Prayer and 
Faſting. This is the Sovereign Medicine 
preſcribed by our heavenly Phyſician 
himſelf, as adapted to all our greateſt ſpi · 
ritual Maladies. And accordingly, with 
what an inviting Sympathy does he per- 
ſuade every diſtreſſed Sinner to yield up 
his Heart to Him, in Order to be com- 
forted and healed, Come unts me, lays 

OT | | He, 


18 22 2 „ 
He, all ye that Labour and are 1 Wo 
laden, and I will give you Reſt. Tale 8 
my Yoke upon you, and learn of me, for 
T am meek and lowly in Heart; and e 
Jhall find Reft unto your Souls, For my 5 
Pole is eaſy and my Burden is light. © 
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And ſurely this bleſſed Voice, that 
never was heard but to ſpeak glad Ti- 
dings of Salvation ; of Health to the Bo- 
dies, and Peace to the Souls of Men; 
calls for the greateſt Attention, Obe- 
dience and Fulneſs of Faith. Eſpecial- 
ly from every poor diſtreſſed Soul, 
who may have long mourned in ſe- 
cret the Loſs of its firft Love; or is under 
great ſpiritual Darkneſs and cruel De- 
fertions, violent Temptations, dreadful . 
Aſſaults from evil Spirits, or tormenting 
Demonuac Poſſeſſions. For ſuch there 
may be at this trying Period, when 
all the Powers of Darkneſs ſeem by 
Reaſon of the Hearts of Men work- 
ing ſo much in Evil, to have obtained 
great Dominion over Nations, as well 
as Individuals, For the Devil flill goeth 

about 
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1 eln like a Tearing. "roo bs fk ng abby 
ie may devour, and . prompts unhappy 
Men to murder themſelves and one another 
that he may reap the full Harveſt of 
their complicated Folly and Iniquity, 


ſo that there never was a Time that 


more earneſtly and loudly called upon 


us poor Mortals, with united Hearts 
and Voices, to give up ourſelves con- 
tinually to Prayer, imploring this com- 


_ paſſionate Saviour to let his eternal 


Light break forth, and ſhine into our 
diſtreſſed and benighted Souls, to ex- 
pel from thence all the Powers of Dark- 
neſs, and ſo enlighten our Minds, 
gladden our Spirits, and meliorate and 
ſweeten our whole Natures, as to 
make us, from the very Bottom of our 
Hearts, Lovers of God, and every Man 
whether Friend or Foe. In which in- 
ward State and Spirit of univerſal Love 
outwardly ſhewing and expreſſing itſelf 


by a free Diſtrihution and Communion 


of our temporal Goods, and every 
other Means in our Power, of mani- 
teſting that the ſame Spirit dwells in 
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is; which dwelle in the Saints in 


Heaven, who have one common God, 


as they have one common Nature, con- 7 


ſiſts the very Eſſence of true and living 
Chriſtianity; as is evident from the ve- 
ry Letter as well as the Shirit of the 


Goſpel. And indeed the whole New © 
Teſtament breathes nothing ele but this 
twofold Love to God and Man; which 
is as certainly the one Happineſs and 
Perfection of Souls on Earth, as it is 


now of Angels in Heaven. 


ene it is expreſily ſaid by 


our bleſſed Lord, who had not himſelf 


where to lay his Head, to the rich young 
Man in the Goſpel ; IF thou wilt be per- 


fe, go and ſell that thou haſt, and give to 


the Poor, and thou fhalt have Treaſure in 
Heaven, and come and follow me. In 
ſtrict Conformity to which heavenly 
Doctrine, we are told in the As of the 


| Apoſiles, that the firſt Chriſtian Church 


at Jeruſalem, or the Multitude of them that 
believed, were of one Heart and one Soul, 
neither 


\ 


s N "Ko 
. LEN 


neither ſaid Ja SEO them, that ought of | 
the Things which he poſſeſſed was his own, 


But they had all Things common. Neither 
was there any among them that lacked : 


_ for as many as were Poſſeſſors of Lands 


and Houſes, ſold them, and brought the 
Prices of the Things that were ſold, and 


laid them down at the Apoſiles Feet; and 


| Diftrubution was made to every Man accor- 


ding as he had need. In this Manner 


likewiſe the Fathers of the Church, and. 
the Saints of Old, recommended to the 


Rich to divide the Things of this World 


with the Poor, if they deſired, with 


them, to poſſeſs the Riches of the eter- 
nal World. Such were St. Gregory's ten- 
der Sentiments of Charity to the Poor, 
that he ſays, © When we give to the 
* Poor what is neceſſary for them, we 
do not ſo much give them what is our 
« own, as pay them what is their Due, 
* which ought ſrather to be called an 
« Act of Juſtice, than an Act of Charity | 
* or Compaſſion.” A Truth which is 
* agreeable to all good Men, though 
ee © ſhocking and terrible to the avarici- 

BY x | 66 ous 


_ ous Rich of this World,” ſays: that | N 


ducted him; being the common Advo- 


ta. 


great and divine Genius the. pious M. 
Paſchal in his ee N > 
Letters. | 


* 
* 


And in e to theſe Senti- 
ments of primitive Piety, that illuſtrious - | 
French Nobleman the Marguis De Ren- 

ty, Cotemporary with M. Paſchal, ani- 


mated by divine Grace, and ſtirred up 


by an heavenly Zeal, actually awaken- 


ed the Love of God, and Spirit of Cha- 
rity, in all the Cities, Towns and Villa- 
ges of France whither Providence con- 


cate, Protector, and Father of the Poor. 
The true outward Manifeſtation of that 
Love, which inwardly filled his Heart, 
and expanded it to an Union of Spirit 
and Affection, and Communion of all good 
Things, with all the faithful, in all Parts of 
the World; as ſufficiently appears from 
the Relation we have of his moſt edify- 
ing and holy Life. A Life ſo devoted to 
God, ſo fruitful in all the Works of Piety 
and Goodneſs, as to be moſt worthy the 
Imitation 


4 
. 
5 
f 
Pp 


' Tmitationof all the Nobilityand Gentry in 
every Chriſtian Kingdom. And e 
would they but duly contemplate the 

Truth, Excellency, and Sublimity ofthe 

Divine Life, and weigh Eternity againſt 

| Time, they would not heſitate one Mo- 


ment what to reſolve upon. This No- 


bleman's wiſe Choice would be theirs. 


And then, all the delufive Splendors 


of this tranſitory Life, which ſo dazzle 


and faſcinate little Minds, would fade 
away, at the far brighter Glory of 
Holineſs opening upon their Souls, and 


make them continually have in View 


and aſpire after, the great End of their 


Exiſtence, a bleſſed Immortality in 


another and better World. 


But to proceed, As the Saints in 
every Age of the Church have thus diſ- 
tinguiſhed themſelves by their Love to 
the Poor, ſo Mr. Law likewiſe, in the. 


fulleſt Senſe, maintains this apoſtolic 
Doctrine, in his Chrittan Perfection, 
and other Writings ; and is well known | 
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* natural Man hath, is in the Poſſeſſion 


to ww confirmed: 198 PI 1 the ” 5 
s and Fwanpie of his whole . 


diffufroe Charity, exerting itfelf in eve- _ 


ry Kind of Good, without Diſtinction 
or Reſpect of Perſons both to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men. And may the 


Hearts of all his Diſciples and Readers 


be unlocked, and the ſacred Fire of Di- 
vine Love, and out-flowing Charity to 
the Poor and Needy, that dwelt in 
his nn. be enkindled in theirs, 
There i is a Paſſage in the firſt Part of 
his Shirit of Prayer, Page 85 and 86, 


ſo clear and excellent in itſelf, and fo 


cloſe to this Point, that I hope, I may 
rather deſerve the Thanks, than need 
the Pardon of my Reader, for tranſcrib- 


ing it. When our Lord further 


e ſaith, unleſs a Man forſake all that he 


. hath he cannot be my Diſciple : The 


* Reaſon is plain, and the Neceſſity 
* abſolute. It is becauſe all that the 


Fs 1 


2 « of Self- love, and therefore this Poſſe N- 
on is to be abſolutely forſaken, and 
fo parted with. All that he hath, is to 
be put into other Hands, to be given 
to divine Love, or this natural Man 
cannot be changed into a Diſciple of 
% Cur1sT, For Self-love in all that it 
* hath, is earthly, ſenſual and deuiliſſ, 
% and therefore muſt have all taken 
away from it; and then to the natural 


Man all is loſt, he hath nothing left, 


* all is laid down at the Feet of Ixsus. 
% And then all Things are common ag 
* ſoon as Self- love has loſt the Poſſeſſi- 
* onof them. And then the Diſciple 


„ of Curisr, though having nothing, 


yet poſſeſſeth all Things. All that 
* the natural Man hath forſaken, is re- 
*« ſtored to the Diſciple of Chriſt an kun- 
* dred-fold. For Self- love, the great- 
<« eſt of all Thieves, being now caſt out 
*and all that he had ſtolen and hidden, 
thus taken from him, and put into 
© the Hands of divine Love, every 
" © Mite becometh a large Treaſure, and 
Mammon 
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Mammon openeth the Door into ever- OG 
* laſting Habitations. This was the 


Spirit of the firſt Draught of a Chriſti- | 
an Church at Jeruſalem, a Church 
made truly after the Pattern of Heav- 
en, where the Love that reigns in 
Heaven reigned in it, where divine 
Love broke down all the ſelfiſh 
* Fences, the Locks and Bolts of me, 
* mine, my -0wn, &c. and laid all 
Things common to the Members 
* of this new Kingdom 1 Goo upon 
E Earth. 


*© Now as many Years did not 
«6 paſs after the 'Age of the Apoſtles, * 
© before Satan, and Self got footing in 


the Church, and ſet up Merchandize 


in the Houſe of God, yet this one 
Heart, and one Spirit, which then firſt 
appeared in the eruſalem Church, is 
that one Heart and Spirit of divine 
« Love, to which all are called, that 
* would be true Diſciples of CHRIST. 
And though the Practice of it is 100 
66 as 


=. > 


"ag to the ok in general, yet it 
% ought not to have been 4%; and 
* therefore every Chriſtian ought to 


* make it his great Care, and Prayer, 


to have it reſtored in himſelf. And 


* then, though born in the Dregs of 
« Time, or living in Babylon, he will 
© be as truly a Member of the firſt hea- 
« yenly Church at 7eruſalem, as if he 


7 had lived in the Days: of +: lg | 


Thus, St Chriſtianity: was in its 
greateſt Perfection and Glory ; were all 


its living Members actuated by the 
ſame univerſaliaed Spirit, that reigns 


among the Saints in Heaven. And the 


greateſt Charafers that ever adorned 


his: abhorred all Meum and Tu- 


um, all worldly Preeminence and Diſ- 
tinction above their Fellow-Creatures. 


Trampling the World, and every ſub- 


lunary Conſideration, under their Feet, 
they beheld only their eternal Relation; 
in which every Man ſtands upon 'one 


common Level, the Philoſopher and the 
Peaſant 
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dividual of the human Race, had an 
equal Right, with themſelves, to the 
common Bleſſings of a bounteous Pro- 
vidence; and that Hearts full of divine 
Love, and Bags full of hoarded Money, 


were incompatible. So far from mo 


nophzing, or getting and heaping up 


Riches, in Order to aggrandize them- 


ſelves or their Families; ſo far from 


eſteeming worldly Wealth as an Honor, | 
and looking upon themſelves as Some- 


thing ſel important, by the Poſſeſſion 


Peaſant, the Ak Rar the Beggar.. 7 A 
And therefore they thought every In- 1 


of it, and thereupon holding the reſt of 


Mankind at Defiance, as alas! too man 
among us viſibiy do, who live cloſely 
fut up, and ſupremely happy in them- 
ſelves alone, and like the ſenſitive Plant, 


ſhrink at the Touch of any other Hand; 
theſe Heaven born Spirits thought it 


degrading of Humanity, and a Reproach 
to the Religion they profeſſed, to be 
Rich in any Thing but Good Works, 
and Chriſtian Graces, Being truly 


i 


Strangers 7 


Þ 


tw 


Strangers and Pilgrims upon Earth, they 
were alſo intire Strangers to the modern 
refined Idea, reſerved for theſe Dregs 
of Times, of ſubtilly ſeperating Reli- 
gion from Good Works, that is, an out- 
flowing communicative Goodneſs both 
of Heart and Hand. And then the 
popular Obſervation was, as it ſhould 
be ſtill, See, how Chriſtians love one 
another. Thus did they prove them- 
ſelves to be the faithful Diſciples of 
their bleſſed Lord and Maſter, by let- 
ting their Light ſo ſhine before Men, that 
they maght ſee their Good Works, and glo- 
rify their Father who is in Heaven. And 
indeed it may be ſaid with the beloved 
Apoſtle, St. John, Whoſoever hath this 
Worlds Goods, and ſeeth his Brother hath 
need, and ſuutteth up his Bowels of Com- 
paſſion from him, how dwelleth he Love 


of God in him? 


Here it is ſelf-evident, that the ſame 
Scriptures which require us not to ſwear 
at all, as expreſsly require us to abound 

N 1 in 
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in Alms-Deeds to the Poor, and all Man- 5 IF 
ner of Good Works for | Chrijt's ſake. But 


' * : 92 RE 8 ö 
* ! . a ; L - "ITS 
f AT 42 F * * e 8 
As 4 % : Y i k : : > Fo g % 
4 2 £ 1 f £71 * 17 = 8 
4 ; j i 4 
$ : A % be, 8 
* % 2 £ 
x4 : | F 
N . : N 
p S 7 


that accurſed Thing, the Love of Money, 


the Root of all Evil, hath ſo locked up 
our Hearts, and ſuppreſs'd thoſe tender 
Feelings of Humanity, which God and 
Nature have ſo deeply implanted in 
them, that where muſt we now look to 
find that Chriſtian Nation, Church, or 
little Society, which thus fully adopts. 
and practiſes this heavenly Doctrine of 
Chriſt? T had almoſt ſaid, where can you 
find Ten Rich, and at the ſame Time, 
charitable Righteous, among even the 
great Religioniſts of this Day, who, 
emerged out of Self, and thus realizing 
in their Lives, the Sp:7:t of the Goſpel, 
may help to ſave the City they dwell in, 

from Deſtruction? Who, ſtanding in 
true Nobility and Generoſity of Nature, 
exalted by the Spirit of Chriſt, and com- 
paſſionately beholding the various Mi- 
ſeries of human Life, charitably go 
about doing Good to the utmoſt of their 
Ability, in Imitation of their Sd Sa- 


vou, 


L. 35 J 
viour, enquiring into the various Diſ- 
treſſes of their Neighbours, both Fami- 
lies and private Perſons, love, pity, 


and relieve them, according to their 
reſpective Wants and Neceſſities, and 
thus uniting Chri/tian Works with Chri/- 
tian Faith, fully act up to the Goſpel 
Standard of Chriſtian Perſection, and 
that exalted Rule of Charity by which 
Chriſt moſt certainly will judge the 


World. That at the laſt Judgment Day, 


they may be fitly prepared to meet the 
King of Glory, with all his holy Angels 
with him, and hear that moſt joyful In- 
vitation, of Come ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the Foundation of the World. For 


{ was an hungred and ye gave me meat, 


1 was thirſly and ye gave me Drink; I 
was a Stranger and ye took me in: Naked 
and ye clothed me: I was ſich, and ye viſit- 


ed me, I was in Priſon and ye came unto 


me. Then fhall the righteous anſwer him, 
 Jaying Lord, when ſaw we thee an hun- 
gred, and Yo thee? or thirſty, and gave 


F 2 os thee 
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and came unto thee ? And the King ſhall 


anſwer and ſay unto them, verily I ſay un- 
to you, inaſmuch as ye have done it unto 


one of the leaſt of _ my Bene 95 
ue. ne: 3 


Who that how he Peking of a Man, 


but muſt be penetrated to the Heart, 


with this moving Addreſs of our Saviour 


to his Diſciples, through every Age of 


the Chriſtian Church: And be melted 
into Kindneſs and Tender-heartedneſs 
to their diſtreſſed Brethren, eſpecially 


when he here aſſures them, that their 
everlaſting Happineſs hangs upon their 
faithfully Diſcharging this great and 
incumbent Duty of compaſſionating, 
and relieving, according to their Abi- 
lity, the Miſeries of their ſuffering Fel- 
low-Cteatures, for His Sake! And yet, 


where at this Time muſt we look, to : 


aw that Goſpel nn that truly 


bleſſed \ 


1 
n 


thee Drink ? - foal we thee a Mas, " 
„ and took thee in 2 or naked and clothed 
| thee? or when ſaw we thee fick or in Priſon, 


„ bleſſed. Soul, who. acts this god lle 
Part, that I may receive him, as a be- 


loved Brother, in my open Arms? 
Alas! in the preſent Hour and Power 
of Darkneſs; when offending Men have 

every Thing to be forgiven them by their 


- Heavenly Father, and yet can forgive 
nothing in an offending Brother; a Jew- 


1th Blindneſs and Hardneſs: of Heart, 

every where prevails, and the Divine 
Life of Goodneſs, inſtead of being lived, 
and continually fed and ſupported by 
the hungry Spirit of Prayer, or that Faith 
which attracts into the Soul, its heavenly 
Food, ſtrengthened and manifeſted by 


Good Works, ſeems among all Deno- 
minations of Chriſtian Profeſſors, to be 


almoſt | talked, preached, written, and 


famiſhed to Death. And all Chriſtendom 
both in Church and State, ſhut up in 
the ſtrong Contraction of fallen Nature. 


The Rich, as well Religious, as Irreli- 


gious although agreed in nothing elſe, 
yet being altogether of one Heart and 


one Mind, in the mean Love of Self, 


and 
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ing a worldly, trading, avaricious Spi- 


rit (the very Death of Divine Love, and 


all Goodneſs in the Soul) upon a Self. : 


denying, pure, and univerſalized Reli- 
gion. They contentedly live or rather 
ftarve, from Day to Day, and from Year 
to Year, on a Set of lifele/s Forms and 
ſteleton Opinions, which in the Error of 
ſelf- will, they have ſubſtituted in the 
Place of worſhipping God in Spirit and 
in Truth, and loving their Neighbour as 
themſelves. To theſe their reſpective 
outward, and empty Forms, they as 
facredly adhere, and as zealouſly de- 
fend, as if their very Salvation de- 
pended on ſuch Zeal and Adherence; 
and at the ſame Time, look with as 
ſerene and unconcerned a Countenance 
on the comfortleſs Condition of one 
half of the World, as ſo many Stoic Philo 
ſophers. And inſtead of ſeeking out 
the diſtreſſed, they fly away from them, 
being aſhamed, if not in their Hearts, 


hating the Poor (whom their Saviour 
loved | 


11 


1 Lived) hee who approximate to that | 


State. Whereas, if they would think 
and act according tothe Will of God, and 
the Truth of Things, they ſhould con- 
' fider themſelves as placed here upon 
Earth, to be the Guardian-Angelsof Man- 
kind, but eſpecially of all thoſe who 
are below them; and Inſtruments in the 
Hand of Providence liberally to diſ- 
penſe its Bounties all around them; in- 
ſtead of one great Family engroſſing to 
itſelf, and hoarding up as much as would 
comfortably ſupport, ten, twenty, or thirty 
poor ones. But the God of this World, 
having taken the full poſſeſſion of their 
Souls, and turned them into a cloſe and 
dark Dungeon, has blinded their Eyes. 
to this great Chriſtian Duty. So that an 
elegant Decency, and faſhionable Po- 
liteneſs of Manners, refined from the 
Forms of mere Worldlings, tinctured 
with a few pious Expreſſions, and co- 
vering at the fame Time, a worldly Spi- 
Tit, ſeem to conſtitute the chief religious 
Character, even of thoſe who move in 


the more elevated Stations of Life. 
Hence 
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Hence it is, that though the Power of 
being a common Bleſſing to their Fel- 


low Creatures, is graciouſly put into 


the Hands of a great many chriſtian 
Profeſſors of all Denominations among 


us, yet they are generally ſo contami- 
nated with, and governed by the Spi- 
it of the World, and contracted Nature, 
that their Riches only become their 
Snare. For they tempt and lead them 


to an unbounded Gratification of their 


own depraved Appetites and ſenſual 


Deſires; and, in Order to compaſs 
that Point, to act the Part of the unjuſt - 


Steward in Regard to others, and 


thereby bring the Curſes, inſtead of the - 


| Bleſſings of the Poor upon their Heads. 
Thus do they, by grinding their Faces, 
involve themſelves in preſent, as well 


as future Miſery; and verify the Truth 
of our bleſſed Lord's alarming Obſer- 


Man fhall hardly enter into the Kingdom 


of Heaven. And again, I ſay unto you 


Eye 


5 Ye 7 4 Needle, 9 1 @ Rich Man to 
enter; into ne Hearn of irs; 75 | wh 


<A. 
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This wats: Spirit Foe Ys now to 


te ſtretched to its utmoſt Pitch among 

And we ſee its eager Zealots, and 
* Ral-blown Votaries, every where ex- 
5 in their Succeſs, and riding tri- 


umphant over every divine and hu- 


man Principle of Goodneſs and Bene- 


volence of Heart. Inſomuch that a 


Man of a generous and friendly Spirit, 
ſtanding in the Simplicity of Nature, 
Has little Ground to expect even Com- 
mon Juſtice in his Tranſactions with 
"web crafty and experienced Sons of 
Mammon, much leſs to hope for Pity 
and Help from them in his Diſtreſs. 
While the - pious Soul, pierced to the 
very Heart to ſee human Nature thus 
degraded, and loſt to all Senſe of Di- 
vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, weeps over 
them; and longing to breathe a purer 


Air with congenial Spirits, is ready to 
admit the juſtneſs, as feeling the Force 
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of an Aﬀertion which once fell from 
the Lips of a very devout Conftemplati 
of our own Country; who, to a Perſon © 
viſiting him in his Soittude, and con- 
gratulating him as a happy Man, that 
lived in ſuth a State of uninterrupted 
Tranquility and Self-Enjoyment, ſaid 
They were furely Happy, who had leaſt to do 
f this World: And in the 
fame Spirit of Aſpiration after an high- 
er and better State of Exiſtence and 
Enjoyment, to cry out with Holy D 
Moe is me, that I am tonftrained to dwell 
with Mefech ; and to have my Habitution 
among the Tents of Kedarl © 
Nay, fo univerſally is this dreadful 
Demon, the Worldly Spirit, predomi- 
nant, that the liberal Profe 
they are called, of Divinity, Law and 
Phyjic, have catched the direful 
tagion, and fallen from their original, 
benevolent, and God-like Inſtitution, 
are now every where ſunk and loſt in 
Even facred Divinity, though 
freely 
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"ed, having been, by the digni 
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| freely given from Heaven, as: its Soye- 
reign Bleſſing to Mankind, and there- 


fore deſigned to be as freely communi- 


Clergy throughout Chriſtendom, pro- 


ſanely made ſubſervient to tha Anti- 
Chriſtian Ends of amaſſing Riches, and 


living in worldly Eaſe and Grandeur, 


ed and degraded, ſeems to have taken 
its lamented Flight from the Church in 
general, to its native Skies, as the 
Heathen Poets, of old feign Juſtice to 
and to have 
left only its Shadow behind it, I mean 


a dry barren Morality, which js preach- 


ed and ſetup as the Standard of Per- 
fection. And according to the Cauſe 
fo is the Conſequence, The heavenly 


Power being thus departed from the 


Church, a dead, inſtead of a living 
Miniſtry exults in the full Poſſeſſion of 
it, Modern Chriſtendom cannot en- 
dure to hear thoſe Sons of Thunder 
and Conſolation, who are raiſed up, 
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not enduring to be thus longer pervert». 
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and een font at F iffereait 
Times, according to the divine Ap, ; 
pointment, with an Union from above, 
to awaken it out of its lukewarm Laode- 7 4 
cean State. And although our celebra - 

ted Divines, with all their human 
Learning, oratorical Powers, and highlx 


poliſned Periods, may pleaſe the Ear, 


and play round the Head, yet they 
cannot reach the Heart, or cure the 
radical Maladies of the Soul; any 
more than our celebrated Phyſicians 


can cure the radical Diſorders of the 


Body. The Spirit of this World, having 
filled their Hearts, and blinded their 


Eyes, with ſuch an Egyptian Darkneſs, 


that the Knowledge of the deep Myſte- 
ries of Nature and Grace, which can 
alone make the true Divine, or able Phy- 


fician, is ſo hidden from them, that 
they cannot attain it, nor, even when 
opened by the Sons of Wiſdom. illumina- 
ted from above, for that Purpoſe, re- 
ceive it, and therefore can do no ne 
Work. 


ak x 


? ol which its > Paton boaſt the Je 


rious Uncertainty, ' O what a grievous 


_ Burden is it at this Day to the Subject! 
How cruel, vexatious, and oppreſſive, 
is it become! Inſomuch that many 
Men of honeſt and ingenuous Natures, 


bileſſed with the Fear of God and the 


of their Fellow Creatures, who 
have been initiated therein, have frank- 
ly confeſſed they could not conſcienti- 
- ouſly follow the ruinous Practice of it. 
Since then almoſt every Chriſtian. Na- 
tion groans under the Load of its Laws, 
and cries aloud for the Exertion of a truly 
Patriot King, to deliver it from being 
ruined by the Proceſs of Juſtice, in ap- 


plying to Fuftice itſelf for Relief; may 


the People of this Nation be rouſed at 


laſt unanimouſly to ſupplicate the 


Throne to be delivered from its intolera- 
ble Oppreſſions: or rather, may they 


nobly be their own Deliverers, by ręſo- 


lutely becoming holy, innocent, and 
. Men, and good and loyal Sub- 
jects, 
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All from the Court age, 21 5 
won thus ſunk and ſwallowed up inn 
the Mire of earthly Luſts and Appe- | 5 1 
tites; and the ſocial Affections in & FF 
Manner extinguiſhed in our Breaſts; 7 . 
we have been for theſe many Years | 
Paſt ranſacking every Quarter of the 
Globe for the Mammon of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs. And, while we have been 
thus loſt to all genuine Love. and 
Friendſhip for each other at Home, 
Both the Indies are now execrating us 
in the very Bitterneſs of their 
for being the common Diſturbers „ 
therr Peace and Happineſs ; and Viol. „ 
tors of the ſacred Rights of Humanityʒ. 
Sacrificing, at the Shrine of the God. 
Mammon, the Lives of Thouſands an 
Ten Thouſands of our innocent Fellow („ 
Creatures, whoſe Blood moſt affuredly - FF 
crietn unto the Lord for Vengeance againſt 
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be which thou poſſeſſeſt® Or as the 


ws; and; we er hs Reaſon to bes 
00 hath not creed in vain. Vet ſo 


" infatuated are we by that ſame God of 


* World, that neither the Beginning 


Sorrows which we al feel, nor 
the awakening Words of our Bleed 
Lord, which we ſo often hear, ſeem to 
be regarded by almoſt any, though in 


Effet ſpoken to every one of us: Thou 


Fool this Night fhall thy Soul be. required 
of Thee, . my then who/e ſhall theſe 


divine Teacher putteth the weighty 
Queſtion in another Place; What 


it profit a Man, if he gain the whole World, 


and loſe las own Soul ? But abſorbed in 
ſenſual Pleaſures, and all the refined 


Luxuries of a carnal Life, like the rick 


Glutton in the Goſpel, we run on in one 
blind Career, and never awake out of 


Hur deluſive Golden Dreams, till, as he 


did, we die, and are buried, and lift up 
our Eyes in Torments, in the eternal 


World of Spirits. which muſt, by the 
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be,, be the certain and unayoidale 1 
Condition of all thoſe, Who leave this 
World without having on them the 


Wedding Garment, or that divine Body, WK 
which the Soul moſt aſſuredly muſt put 


on in this Life, by continually hungering 
and thirſting after Righteouſneſs. The = 
Want of which will leave an Aching Void © 
in the Soul, and make it to feel here. 


after, that gnauing Morm within itſelf, 


which at Times gives it, even while 

here in the Body, a lively Foretaſte 
and Perception of Hell, and will be an 
e bite Torment to it in n N TM 


. 


1 Aon, id at; Ts. baſt than 0 5 
proud, wiſe Man of the World, felt 


this gnawing Worm, this inward Hell, 


ariſing within Thee, caſting a Gm 


and Blackneſs over all thy Thoughts, a 


Damp on all thy earthly Joys, and vir: 


ring up ſuch tormenting Anguiſh of 
Spirit, as the immenſe Riches: of Both 


| _the Eaſtern and Weſtern Continents | 


"which thou haſt plundered, cannot mi- 
= tigate FN 


1 2 N 
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e 0 ij 
ae 7 Vet il, poor infntated Sins 


God within 7 hee, which continually calls 
nd: excites Thee to earneſt Repent- 
"ance, that the Sun of Righteouſneſs may 
Oe and ſhine upon Thee with healing 
zn fit Wings; turning thy inward Hell 
into a joyful Heaven. Nor has any one 
KY . Kingdom, apparently, one 
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: Cient to forgive another Chriſtian King- 
"1 dom; ; the leaſt Treſpaſs. or Infringe- 
ment on its ſelf. aſſumed Rights. Though 


bottomleſs Pit of Hell, has every King- 
dom called C Mriſtian, to be forgiven by 
a patient and merciful God; ſo ſhort as yet 
is the Chriſtian Werld of poſſeſſing the 
5 inward Lie, and vital Spirit of true Chriſ 
tianity; which ſelf-evidently. conſiſts in 


univerſalLove, Humitity, MREEKN ESS, 


and divine REs1G6NATION; as the Liſe 

| 206 Spirit of the Kingdom of Darkneſs 

in us, ſelf-evidently conſiſts in a e 
H 


SELFISHNESS 


net, thou hearkeneſt not to the Voice of 


2 | of Pity. left in its Breaſt, ſuffi- 


what an enormous Load of accumulated 
Quilt, enough to ſink it down to the 
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| Serre Envy; Pains,” and fury 


Wzrarn, And all Governments are 


more or leſs under the Dominion of | 12 * 
theſe domineering helliſh Paſſions, as bo 
well as Individuals, unleſs delivered 
from them by the W dw 


of moe Lovx. 


Sir" Chriſtendom! it grie ves me to the * 


Heart, when I contemplate how much 


thou art in each City, Town, and Village, 
under the Power of theſe damineering _ 


and infernal Paſſions; whichare in gene- 
ral too apparently the firſt Movers of all 


thy Thoughts, Words, and Actions; Ard. 
as I am now acting the Part of the Good * 
Phyfictan to thy immortal Soul, let me = 
intreat thee, if thou truly loveſt thy 
own Soul, that thou wouldeſt behold _ 
thyſelf in this Mirror that flatters Thee 
not, and look, with the Eye of thy 
Mind, at thy hideous inward. Deformaty, 
And affrighted at the Sight of it, do as 
the Ninevites of old did, at the preach- 
ing of Jonas, humble thyſelf before 
7 thy 
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. And then as the greateſt Good 
thou canſt do thy own Soul with . 
Kiches, largely diſtribute thy Charity 
"tO the Poor and Needy: That thus, 

' /aving the Lives of thy Fellow- 
ren, inſtead of wantonly and 
wickedly deſtroying them in War, thou 
mayeſt thake to thyſelf a Friend, 


and no longer an Enemy of the Mam- 


mon of Unrighteoufneſs. But if thou 
doeſt not ſpeedily and earneſtly thus 


turn to God in Truth and in Deed, 
and act this brotherly Part of Love and 


. Forgiveneſs, to thy Neighbour, ſo pro- 
2 and becoming to ſinful and frail 

Humanity, and ſo conſtantly inculcat - 
ed as thy Duty by that God, whoſe 


Fender Mercies are ober all his Works ; 
well mayſt thou expect the tremendu- 
ous Judgments of an offended Deity, 


to break out upon Thee more and 
: Until thou trembleſt, as if ſhak- 
en by an Earthquake, And then ſhall 


thy Soul be indeed filled with incon- 
| He2 ceivable 
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cel e Terror 35 lene bike, . 
for thy great and general Impiety and 
Aboſtacy, thy boundleſs Pride and An- 
bition, hard-hearted Cruelty, tyrannio HY 
Oppreffion, and inſatiable Luſt of Wealth © 
and boundleſs Empire. At all which, 

the Heavens. bluſh, the Angels weep, _ 
and Devils rejoice ; while Thou fill © 
continueſt hardened. in. Impenitence, 

and thy Princes and Grandees, like o 
many deaf Adders, ſtop their Ears to tie 

Voice of the Charmer, arm: *. never Te 


uy 


But for a more - full 0 ai Re. 
preſentation of the true Nature of War, 
and general Guilt of warring Chriſten- 
dom, I refer the Ruling Powers ,whom _ 
it moſt concerns, to Mr. Law's Addreſs 
to the Clergy, written juſt before his 
Death. In which are painted in the 
moſt juſt and glowing Colours, all the 
horrid Evils, of that dire Scourge, with 
which one Nation, impelled by the 
Rage, Revenge, and Fury of Hell, vex- 
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ther Nation. Who, if they peruſe it 3 


© with due Attention, and are not quite 


dead to all Senſe of their own Immorta- 

lh, and Pity to their Fellow-Creatures, 
but believe themſelves to be accountable 
WE hi * - accountable as well for the Uſe 
ol their own rational Faculties, as for 


the Truſts repoſed in them for the ge- 
neral Good of Mankind, muſt needs 
_ et the Truth and Force of it. And 
under ſuch Conviction, and pondering 
- thereupon, will, it is to be devoutly 
. wiſhed, for God's Sake, their own Sales, 
and the Sake of Humanity, put an im- 
-- mediate Stop to the diabolical Effuſion 
of human Blood, that at this preſent 


Time, deluges the Chriſtian World, to 
the Shame and Scandal of the CHrzſtian 


Name; Yea of human Nature itſelf, 
And ſo ſhall the all-devauring Jaws of 
that deſolating Monſter War be cloſed, 


to the great Joy and Comfort of all good 


Men; and ſweet Peace be again reſtored, 


and 
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ruling Paſſion, that Maſter Sin of this 


Thouſands of once opulent Families, | 
and this extenſive Empire, apparently 
to the very Brink of Deſtruction. That 


Bleſſings, round the Globe. 
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And now dear Reader, 


truſt, from a true Principle of Love to 
God, and Good-will to Men, with 8 1 2 1 
due Diſregard to all human Conſidera WW 
tions, the Hope of pleaſing, or Fear f WW 
diſpleaſing, any Perfon whatſoever; 
and with an Ear deaf to the ſecret MF 
Whiſpers of Fleſh and Blood, Which 
would have nothing but a /oft Neligi- 
on, foothing and agreeable to depraved ? ; f 
Nature; paſſed a free, but I verily be- g 
lieve, a uſt, Cenſure on the common | 


Corruptions of the Times, and Were 
more eſpecial Teſtimony againſt that 


Nation Covetuonfneſs, or the Love of 
Money, That Root of all Evil, which 
has brought a Curſe, and Ruin upon 


Coveteouſneſs T lay, in which whoſoever 
| habitually | 
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7 babitally and allowedly liveth, leads 
Life in direct Oppoſition, both to the 
Laller and Fhirit of the Goſpel; and 
has therefore no juſt Title to be deno- 
minated a real Chriſtian; though his 
- outward Life ſhould be ever ſo decent 


and irreproachable. And though he 


mould have his Thouſands in every 
different Sect and Diviſion among us, to 
bear him Company, and keep him in 
Countenance: And having alſo, under 
à deep Senſe of my own Unworthinęſs 
and Inability, contributed my poor, 
en well meant Endeavours, to 


_ draw wandering Chriſtendom out of the 


Mire of the ſelfiſh Principle, in which 
it is ſo deeply mguliphed, and to bring 


it back to the Golden Age of primitive 


Simplicity, Innocence, and divine 
Goodneſs; that the King of Peace and 
Glory may come into it, and his Spirit 
reſt upon it. And that all its Members 


may be ſo many human Angels here 
upon Earth, delighting to make each 


other Happy, and poſſeſſing a _ 
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1 cannot 
conclude this afferonate 4 with 
a more irreſiſtible Argument, for the 
Wiſdom and Happineſs of ſuch a de- 
ſirable Reformation of Heart and Life 
among us, as I have been inſiſting up- 
on, than by preſenting to View, the 
laſt Scene of the truly great and good = 
Man, whoſe Works I have fo eee 
and affectionately recommended to 7 
F ellow- Creatures, in Order ſafely to 
conduct them to the Fountain-Head of 
Truth; and that, by realizing them in 
their Lives, they may be put in the 


full Poſſeflion of all the Hapineſs that g 


human Nature is capable of. And as 
his bright and holy Example, while he 
lived, reflected an additional Luſtre 


upon his Writings, ſo was the Manner 


of his Departure, agreeable to ſuch a 
Life of Sanctity, truly edifying and 
glorious. , br OO 


Juſt before his bleſſed Soul took its 
happy Flight, to dwell for ever with the 


Saints V 
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; the heaven Glory 
in Him, lat 
following 
which, ſhewing the Truth of his own 
Highly regenerate State, as well as the 
. Reality of the Lyfe of God in the 
Soul of Man, deſerves to be written in 
Letters of Gold, not only to convince 
the In but alſo, to Comfort and 
onfirm the Pious Pilgrim. in his Journey 
ee erneſs of this 
World, e peaceful Regions of 


Auwa with theſe filthy Garments ; ſaid 
this dying Saint, I feel a ſacred Fire 
e in my which will deſtroy 

ry Thing contrary to itſelf, and burn 
as a Flame of divine Love, to all Eter- 
nity. . 


1 In ſuch a Triumph of holy Joy, did 
SS this extraordinary Servant of God moſt 


doeeuy refign his bleed Spirit, into the 


Hands of his beloved Lord and Maſter, 
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at the Place of his Nativity, . . To 
of Keng's-Cliffe, in the County of Nor 


ampton. And in the Church-Yard oe | 


15 80 0358 


that Pariſh, He lies interred, under a 
handſome Tomb, erected to his Me. 
mory, by a particular and dear Friend, 
who lived many Years with him, Wt 
therefore had long. known, and highly | 
and juſtly eſteemed, his s ſingular Worth « 

Which was expreſſed in the N 


Lines, engraved by the Direction of the 


ſame Friend, on the Top-Stone of his 


Tomb. 
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OF THE LATE 
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ILLIAM Law, A. M. 
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© Who died April 9, 1761, 
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; * He was well known to the World by a 
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2 
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number of truly Chriſtian, pious 


Writings, exemplified by a Life ſpent 
in a Manner, ſuitable to a worthy 
and true Diſciple of his heavenly, 

divine, crucified Maſter and Saviour 
Jesus CRRIST, who lived and ſpoke 
in him, and by him. In his younger 
Days, he ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf, by his Parts, and Progreſs, 
in 
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in 1 5 e Ae 5 
taking the Advice of our Saviour » 
to the rich young Man, he OY 
_ renounced the World, and followed 
Cur1sT, in Meetnęſs, Humality, and 
Sell denial. And in his laſt Vears, he 
was wholly abſorbed in his Love to 
God and Mankind ; ſo that Virtue | 
in him was nothing but heavenly | 
Love and heavenly F lame. Op Ne J 


With Wit moſt amiable, with Learning ſtored ; 

His Talents great and high were quite ſublimed, 

In loving God with all his Mind and Heart, * 1 2 
His Time was all employ'd in Things Divine. 
By ſerving God, in Goodneſs to Mankind. 
The Poor the Maim'd, the Blind, have loſt in him, 
The kind Protector, and | he ready F riend. 


Some Time after this Bleſſed Man 8 
Deceaſe, the following Verſes appeared 
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i 925 the Memory of that excellent Man, 


Thy laſt ſharp Paſſage to the heavenly Shore. 


1 


and truly illuminated Divine, the | 
late Rev. WILLIAM LAW, A. FF 
Theſe following Lines are offered. 
by one who has received great Be- 

nefit from his moſt valuable Works. „ 


„ 


LO — 
— N. * nd " _— =» * 2 2 
—_— — — ES — . - 


1 88 


3 
E 


8 
36 
— 


by” ook 


22 Sr 


Fe good Man! whoſe "uo and heaven- 
ly Mind, wy | | 
In Love embrac'd the Whole of human . | | 
From Earth's dark Scene, to Realms of Joy and Light, 
Thy Soul congenial, took her happy Flight: 
Wich kindred Spirits mix d, and bright as they, 
Thou drink'ſt with them the Streams of endleſs Day: . 1 
While we below lament thy Abſence moſt, | 
Like all true Worth, then deareſt, when tis loſt. ; 
Bound to no Sect, to no one Party tied, 
Jo Sons of God, in ev'ry Clime allied: „ 
Like Light's great Orb, to no one Realm conkints,” 
Tu Heaven- taught Soul capacious graſp'd Mankind. 
Of Pains ſevere, chou felt'ſt the torturing Smart, 
While Grace pour'd Comfort on thy better Part. 
Thy Will reſign'd, with Breath unmurm'ring bore, 
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Thy Heart's beſt Image, ſlill, thy Writings, ſhine, 4 
One Spirit breathe, the Dove and Lamb Divine. | 
Tho' ſtopt thy Toes thy Soul's W Ing. Breathings 
charm, 
Tho cold chy Clay, thy ardent Thoughts fill warm. 
Awak'd 
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And 129 feraphic Flames to God aſpire : 
Thy pious Zeal, transfuſed to other Hearts, 


New Springs of Bliſs, and nobler Life 1 imparts. 2 


No Time, no Numbers, can exhauſt thy Mine, . 8 
Thy Gifts are full; Poſterity is thine. 
Thro' future Ages ſhall thy Labours go, 


Like Streams, enriching Nations as they flow; 9 NT, 8 Bs 
Who, while peruſing, catch the ſacred Fire, ys 8 
Fetch the deep Sigh, and pant with ſtrong Deſire ng 


For Glory loſt: Heaven lent thy Pencil Rays, 


To paint that Glory, and diffuſe its Blaze. 


Tho! for theſe Days thy Colours are too bright, 
And hurt weak Eyes, by. their too radiant Light; J 
Yet Wiſdom's Sons, tho' few, to Good awake, 
Drink thy ſweet Spring, and Bread celeſtial break, 
Mid ſt Babel's various Tongues, tho' Thouſands fray, | 
In Thee, the Wanderer finds his Maſter's Way. 

In Heaps let Critics, Commentators, lie, 

Thy Works will make a Chriſtian Library. 

In vain ſhall Malice ſeek to wound thy Name, 

Or Ignorance thy ſolid Worth defame. 

Retraft your Cenſures, ou who dare be good; 
Confeſs your Heads ne'er yet have underſtood 

The Pearls, which God to myſtic Sons reveal'd: 


From the Preſumptuous, Wiſdom's Fount is ſeal'd. 
Vet this her Child wants no Man's Pen to praiſe, 


Nor Slander dreads, in theſe degenerate Days: 
Far nobler Monuments will guard his Fame, 


Deep in their Breaſts the Good engrave his Name. 


Thrice 


* 


Thrice happy departed Saint! whoſe 
ine Genius, and comprehenſi ve 
Mind, were excelled by nothing but 
the unbounded Goodneſs of thy Heart. 

How hort a Moment, when Eternity 
is in my View, doth it ſeem, before I 
cal. as I truſt, ſalute thy angelic Spi- 
rit! Till that bleſſed Day ſhall arrive, 
my Duty is humbly to follow thy holy 
die and thereby, through the tranſ- 
N Power of Faith and Love, to 
live in Spirit united with Thee, and 
thy Fellow Saints, now in Glory. 

" Bleſſed Soul! A pleaſing Remem- 


1 enjoyed with Thee, while thou waſt 
in the Body, conſtrains me to offer 
this my feeble Tribute of Praiſe, Love 
and Gratitude to thy ſacred Memory. 
And while I am affectionately fecom- 
mending thine ineſtimable Works to 
all who yet may be Strangers to them; 


my Mind, and ſhed a Tear over thy 
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brance of the happy Friendſhip, which 


let me indulge the tender Feelings of 


. 5 l Tomb, in ſweet Recollection of 
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f ite many diſtinguiſhed Tokens 


irtues, and 
ne Philanthrophy. Let me indulge 
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wy 


7 


too the pleaſing Hope, that I alſo, at 1 
allotted Period, ſhall go to my filent 
Grave in the greater Peace and Com- UE: 

ble Acquaintance - 


2 
. 


ä fort, for that inva | : 
| I have had with Thee, and thy deeply 
i inſtructive Volumes, which bear every © 


| internal Character of a divine Origina | 
| And that my Spirit, when fully p 


by the heavenly Refiner's Fire, ſhall: 

fully meet and embrace thy dear and ho- | 

; noured Shade, in the Manſions of the _ 

HBleſſed. Where that we may all, after ; 

having lived together, in this Vale of = 

| Miſery, as much as poſſible in holy Love 

and brotherly Union, finally arrive, b 

and eternally rejoice, each with the 

other, in Cuz1sT JesUs, the Gop and 
wig Saviour of All Men, is the ardent 
; Prayer of him, who ſubſcribes himſelf, 

ALover or ALL MANKIND. © 
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SI have mentioned my early and 
intimate Acquaintance with Mr. 
Law, and his invaluable Writings, as 
yeilding great Satisfaction to my Mind, 
and fweet Complacence to my Spirit; 
ſo 1 have an additional Pleaſure in an- 
| nexing to this ADDRESS, the three fol- 
, Morin Letters of Spiritual Advice, 
x Emery written by him to me. The 
Firſt of them in the Year 1749, The 
Second in the Year 1750, and the laſt 
about the Year 1753. Hoping that 
through the Divine Mercy and Goodneſs, 
at this trying Period, they may be the 
bappy Means of conducting into the Way 
0 Peace, ſome of thoſe Souls, whom 
our Bleſſed Lord, when upon Earth, 
tenderly loved, and earneſtly invited 
to come unto him, namely, the weary 
and heavy-laden. 
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| pture 
that Man that is horn of a We 
but a ſhort Time to live, and is full of” 
Mijery: Therefore Man now, is not” 
that Creature that he was by his Crea- 
tion. The firſt divine and God-hke : 
Nature of Adam, which was to have 
been immortally Holy in Union with: 
od, is loſt, and inſtead of it, a 
ortal of earthly Fleſh and Blood, born... 
like @ wild Afe's Colt, of a ſhort Life, 
and full of Miſery, is, through a vain 
Pilgrimage, to end in Duſt and Aſhes. : | 
Therefore let every Evil, whether in- = _ 
ward, or outward, only teach you this 
Truth, that Man has infallibly loſt his 8 
firſt divine Life in God; and that no 
poſſible Comfort, or Deliverance, is 8 
be expected, but only in his one Thing, 
that though Man had loſt his God, yet: 
God is become Man, that Man may be 
again alive in God, as at his firſt Crea- 
tion. For all the Miſery and Diſtreſs 2 
of human Nature, whether of Body or 
Mind, is wholly owing to this one Cauſe, | 
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Evil of this earthly, beſtial World. WE 
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in Man, inſtead of the Life of God: XY 
Firſt, Self, or Selſiſuneſs, brought forth ._ 
by his chuſing to have a Wiſdom of = 
As own, contrary to the Will and In. mM 


fruction of his Creator. Secondly, an 1 
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brought forth by his eating that Tod. 
Which was Poiſon to his paradiſical Na- = 


ture. Both theſe muſt therefore be „ 
removed; that is, a Man muſt firſt 1 
totally die to Se if, and all earthly De- =; EM 
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But now, if this be. a certain and im: 


2%. 


mutable Truth, that Man, ſo long as he 
is a ſelſiſſ earthly-minded Creature, muſt © T 
be deprived of his true Life, the L % 
of God, the Spirit of Heaven, in his 
Soul; then how is the Face of Things 
changed! For then, what Life is. ſo; 
much to be dreaded, as aLife of worldly. 
Eaſe and Proſperity? What a Miſery, * 
nay, what a Curſe, is there in every 
Thing that gratifies and nouriſhes our 
_ Self-love, Self-eſteem and Sel ſeeking? 
On the other Hand, what a Happineſs”: 
is there in all inward and outward Tu- ; 
bles. and Vexations, when they forces 
us to feel and know the Hell that is 
- hidden within us, and the Vanity of every 
Thing without us: When they turn all 
our Sel love into Self-abhorrente, and 
force us to call upon God to ſave us 
from ourſelves, to give us a new Life, 
new. Light, and neu Spirit in Chriſt 
Jeſus. 1 
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1 5 — 5 3 treſſed ie to be as you bee. itz; 9 


1 *znwardly, Darkneſs, Heavineſs and _— 


Confuſion of Thoughts and Paſſions; 1 


= : outwardly, Il Uſage from Friends, Re- 
1 lations, and all the World; unable to 
4 ſtrike up the leaſt Spark of Light or 
4 Comfort, by any Thought or Reaſoning 
| of your own. | | 
3 © happy Famine, which leaves you 
: BE not ſo much as the Huſk of one human | 
| Comfort to feed upon! For, my dear 


83 Friend, this is the Timeand Place forall- : * - | 2 
k 1 that Good, and Life, and Salvation, to 
* happen to you, which happened to tage { 
= prodigal Son. Your Way is as ſhort, and 1 
: your 1 
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_ your'Succeſs: as certain, as his w was. * 
_— have no more to do than he had. 
need not call out for Books an 
N . thods of Devotion. For, in your Ds 
=o State, much Reading, and borrowed” 
Prayers, are not your beſt Method. Alt 
# that you are to offer to God, all that i is to 
3 help you to find him to be your Saviour 


7 and Redeemer, is beſt taught and en. 5 
= Prove. by the diſtreſſed State of Wr NG 


4 Onluy let your preſent and, paſt Dy „ 
1 treſs make you feel and acknowledge N 
1 this twofold great Truth: Fixſt, that 1 in W 
and of yourſelf, you are nothing but 
Darkneſs, Vanity, and Miſery. Se-. 

condly, that of yourſelf, you can no 1 

more help yourſelf to Light and Comfort, 

i than you can create an Angel. People, 
: at all Times, can ſeem to aſſent to theſe _ 
f two Truths, but then it is an Aﬀent 
that has no Depth or Reality, and fo is 


of little or no Uſe. But your Conditi- 
on has opened your Heart for a deep 
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and full Conviction of theſe Truths. 
Now give way, I beſeech you, to this 
Conviction, and hold theſe two Truths 
in the /ame Degree of Certainty, as you 
know two and two to be four; and 
then, my dear Friend, you are, with 
the Prodigal, come to yourſelf; and above 
HALT Your WORK 1S DONE. | 


Being now in the full Poſſeſſion of 
theſe two Truths, feeling them in the 
ſame Degree of Certainty, as you feel 
your own Exiſtence, you are, under 
this Senſibility, to give yourſelf ab/o- 
lutely and entirely to God in Chriſt Feſus, 
as into the Hands of infinite Love 
firmly believing this great and infalli- 
ble Truth, that God has no Will to- 
wards you, but that of infinite Love, 
and infinite Defire to make you a Par- 
taker of his divine Nature; and that it 
is as abſolutely impoſſible for the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to refuſe you 
all that ET and Life, and Salvation, 
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which) you want, as it is for you t to > take EY =» 


it 1 8 own Power. | 
Hi a 
: 0 Sir, n aber of this a foe Fe 
; precious Water of eternal Liſe is in it. 
Turn unto God with this Faith; caſt 
yourſelf into this Abyſs of Love; and 
then you will be in that State the Pro- 
digal was in, when he ſaid, I will ariſe 
and go to my Father, and will ſay unto 
him, Father, I have ſinned againſt Hea- 
ven, and before thee, and am no more wor- 
thy to be called thy Son; and all that, 
will be fulfilled in you, which i is related 
of him. 


Make this, therefore, the two-fold 
Exerciſe of your Heart: Now bowing 
yourſelf down before God, in the deep- 
eſt Senſe and Acknowledgment of your 
own Nothingneſs and Vileneſs; then 
looking up to God in Faith and Love, 
conſider him as always extending the 
Armsof his Mercy towards you, and full 
ofan infinite Deſire to dwell in you, as he 


dwells 


K „ 


5 ewells i in — Angels i in Heaven. Con- 


tent yourſelf with this inward and ſim- 

ple Exerciſe of your Heart, for a while; 
and ſeek, or like nothing in any Book, 
but that which nouriſhes and _—_ e 
TO this — of e e 1 Uh 
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all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and I will refreſh you. Here, my dear 
Friend, is more for you to live upon, 
more Light, for your Mind, more of 
Unction for your Heart, than in Vo- 
lumes of human Inſtruction. Pick up 
the Words of the Holy Jeſus, and beg 
of him to be the Light and Life of your 
Soul: Love the Sound of his Wand j 
for Ixsvs is the Love, the Sweetneſs, the 
Mee nes, the compaſſionate Goodneſs of the 

Deity itſelf; which became Man, that 
ſo Men might have Power to become the 
Sons of God. Love, pity, and wiſh 
well to every Soul in the World ; dwell 
in Love, and then you dwell in God: 
Hate nothing but the Evil that flirs in 
your own Heart, | 
1 L: Teach 
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* that came down. 
Light and Life of all holy Souls! 
17 help me to a true and living Faith in 
O do thou open thyſelf with- - 


r Spirit, Tempers, and Inclinations, 6 


* I may be born again of thee; in t 
©« a New Creature, quickened and e- : 
o A e led and governe hy Ho- 
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5 1 Your's in all Chriſtian Affection, 
W. LAW, 
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HOM I heartily love in che Uni- 
ty of the Spirit of Chriſt. Your 


long Letter I received ſometime the 


laſt Month, and read with much Plea- 
fure. For, long as it was, I did not 
wiſh it to be ſhorter. I bleſs God for 
that good and right Sz:rit, which 
breathed in every Part of it.—As it re- 
quired no immediate Anſwer, and you 
left me to my own Time, ſo I did not 
intend to write till laſt Week ; but by 
accidental Affairs, have been hindred 
from complying, with my Intention, till 
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| Your dane has failed you in Ln 8 
nothing, but in thinking your Letter 


could be diſagreeable to me; or that 

my Anſwer was deferred on that Ac- 
count. Every Creature has my Love ; 
but Perſons of your Spirit kindle in me 


every holy Affection of Honour and 


Eſteem towards them. Love, with its 
Fruits of M eckneſs, Patience, and Humility, 
is all that I wiſh, for myſelf, and every 
human Creature: For this is to live in 
God, united to Him, both for Time 
and Eternity. Would you have done 
with Error, Scruple and Deluſion, 
conſider the Deity (as I have ſaid) to be 
the greateſt Love, the greateſt Meekne/ſs, 
the greateſt Sweetneſs ; the eternal. un- 
changeable Will to be a Good and Bleſſing 
to every Creature; and that all the Mi- 
ſery, Darkneſs, and Death, of fallen 
Angels, and fallen Men, conſiſts in 
their having loſt this Divine Nature. 


Conſider yourſelf, and all the fallen 


World, as having nothing to ſeek or 


wiſh for, but by the wa of Prayer to 


draw 
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* | . into the Life of your Soul, Rays 
and Sparks of this divine, meek, lov- 


. ing, tender Nature of God. Conſider 
the holy Jeſus as the Gift of God to your 


Soul, to begin and finiſh the Birth of 


God and Heaven within you, in Spite 


of every inward or outward Enemy. 


Theſe three infallible Truths heartily 


_ embraced, and made the Nouriſhment 
of your Soul, orten and ſecure the 


Way to Heaven, and leave no Room 
for Error, Scruple, or Delufion. The 
Poverty of our fallen Nature, the de- 


praved Workings of Fleſh and Blood, 
the corrupt Tempers of our polluted 


Birth in this World, do us no Hurt, ſo 
long as the Sprrit of Prayer works con- 
trary to them, and longs for the firſt 
Birth of the Ligit and Shirit of Heaven. 


All our natural Evil ceaſes to be our 
own Evil, as ſoon as our Mill. Spirit 
turns from it: It then changes its Na- 
ture, loſes all its Poiſon and Death, 
and only becomes our Holy Crofs, on 

which 
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which we Abe ate from Self. and and 
this World into the n * a. 


13 muck ts you on your 
Manner of Prayer: So practiſed, it be- 
comes the Life of the Soul, and the true 
Food of Eternity. Keep in this State of 
Application to God, and then you will "8: 
infallibly find it to be the Way of riſing 5 
out of the Vanity of Time, into the | 
Riches of ä | 


Do not t expect or wok for the ſame 
Degrees of /enjible Fervour.——The 
Matter lies not thete;—Natute wil 7 
have its Share ; but the Ups and Downs 
of that are to be overlooked. —Whilſt 
your Will-Spirit is good, and ſet right, 
the Changes of creaturely Fervour leſ- 
ſen not your Union with God. It is 
the Aby/5 of the Heart, an unfathoma- 
ble Depth of Eternity within us, as 
much above ſenfible Fervour, as Hea- 
ven is above Earth; it is This that works 
| | our 
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Day be more and more raiſed to, and 
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Soul, Spirit and Life to Him. 
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For that which gives thee Comfort, 
kes ſo much of thy Heart from God. 
ud eſt Cor purum? cui ex toto, 
et pure ſufficit ſolus Deus, cui nihil 
5 « ſapit, quod nihil delectat, niſi Deus.” 

; 5 Tal is, What is a pure Heart ? One to 
which God alone is totally and purely 
ſufficient; to which nothing reliſhes 
Wk 6 $ or gives Delight, but God alone. 


4. That State is beſt, which exer- 


 Þ ciſeth the highe/t Faith in, and fulleſt 
EReſgnation to, God. , 


10 ; | Tix ' f 5. What is it that you want and ſeek, 
. but that God may be all in all in you? 


Sy Bo, But how can this be, unleſs all crea- 
tiureh Good and Evil, become as no- 
| thing in you, and to you? 


; 1 1 0h Anima mea, abſtrahe Te ab 
omnibus. Quid Tibi cum mutabili- 
bus Creaturis? Solum Sponſum tuum, 
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* le liberum et expeditum ſemper in- 
« yeniat, quoties illi ad ipſum venire 
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. Work of his was of ſpiritual 1 
Benefit to any, might be made ſo to all. 
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Law addreſſed any Letter, needs be 8 
under pprehenſion of his or her 


Name being made public; ſince only 
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